










Submission to West Central District Plan
Showground Corporation

APP Corporation Pty Limited has prepared this submission to the Draft West Central District Plan on behalf of 

Showground Corp. who manages the interests of over 80 properties identified for future high density living as part of the 

Department of Planning & Environments’ (DPE) Precinct Plan for Showground. The consolidated land holding spans 

across a number of key sites comprising in excess of 85,000m² of high density residential land and over 7,000m² of open 

space land identified as part of the future Cattai Creek Park. 

Showground Corp. has prepared a master planned scheme for the key sites which is currently the subject of a Planning 

Proposal application under consideration by The Hills Shire Council. The proposal represents a significant $2 billion 

investment in the Showground Precinct, inclusive of $35 million of community infrastructure improvements including road 

widening, creation of a new park, provision of publicly accessible pedestrian and cycle links connecting the future Metro 

Station to the precinct and a substantial affordable housing offering. The proposal is capable of delivering circa. 3,000 

new dwellings within 400 metres walking distance of the station and future mixed use centre. 

Figure 1: Showground Corp. Holdings in the Showground Priority Precinct

Source: DPE Precinct Plan



The proposal has been previously presented to, and considered by the DPE and Council. An opportunity to present the 

scheme to the Greater Sydney Commission is also forthcoming. To date, the community infrastructure improvements at 

both the local and state levels have been well received and viewed as additional necessary improvements to the DPE 

Precinct Plan. 

According to the West Central District Plan, the West Central subregion is projected to support a population of 1.522 

million by 2036 driving the need for 440,300 new jobs and over half a million new homes. The key focusses of the District 

Plan are to 

- Support and deliver the vision for the Greater Parramatta and Olympic Peninsula to deliver vast employment lands, 

smart jobs and a diversity of housing;

- Encourage employment growth;

- Create a more connected District;

- Improve housing designs and diversity;

- Design vibrant and active centres;

- Provide communities with better services;

- Improve the access and health of waterways; and

- Manage growth with eco-friendly planning.

The Showground Corp. proposal aligns strongly with each of these priorities. The proposal will deliver a diversity of 

housing within an eco-friendly, vibrant new precinct which is well connected to transport infrastructure, existing and 

proposed services. The proposal can provide a direct contribution to the housing targets from the District which will 

ultimately support the broader Strategic Centre of Norwest and the District Centre of Castle Hill. 

Figures 2 and 3: Location of the Showground Precinct on the edges of the Norwest and Castle Hill Centres

Source: West Central District Plan



The District Plan in our opinion has not adequately captured the significance of the Showground Precinct as a stand-

alone Priority Precinct, as per its classification by the DPE. Instead, Showground is identified only as a transportation 

node located on the periphery of the Norwest Strategic Centre and Castle Hill. Whilst the Showground precinct is 

geographically encapsulated within these broader catchment areas there is genuine concern that the envisaged growth 

and development of this precinct has been underestimated or missed entirely. Figures 2 and 3 clearly demonstrate this 

concern.

On this basis, it is strongly recommended that the Central West District Plan be amended to:

- Identify the Showground Precinct as a local centre capable of supporting in excess of 10,000 new dwellings in close 

proximity to the Showground Metro Station;

- Highlight the significance of the  Metro corridor and opportunities for future value capture along the corridor between 

the Strategic Centre of Norwest and the District Centre of Castle Hill;

- Acknowledge the significant opportunities to deliver in the short term high density housing within the core of the 

Precinct to achieve the overarching housing targets for the Central West subregion; and

- Emphasise the need for collaborative approaches between the private sector and government to deliver improved 

public spaces and community infrastructure offerings in support of higher density residential areas around rail stations.

We welcome your feedback on our submission and are happy to discuss any of the matters raised at your soonest 

convenience.

Sincerely,

Josh Owen

Associate Planner

APP CORPORATION PTY LTD


